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EO  12958  DECL:  08/14/2011 
TAGS  PGOV,  PTER,  KISL,  UK 

SUBJECT:  (U)  TENSIONS  RISE  BETWEEN  BRITISH  MUSLIMS  AND  HMG 
IN  THE  WAKE  OF  THWARTED  TERRORIST  ATTACK 
REF:  A)  LONDON  5921  B)  LONDON  5884 

Classified  By:  PolMinCouns  Maura  Connelly,  Reasons  1.4  (B,  D) 

f.  1 . (C)  SUMMARY:  Frustrated  by  the  bruising  that  their  community  has  taken  after  24  UK-born  Muslims  were  arrested  in  connection  with  the  recent 
(U)  BRITISH  MUSLIMS  ANGRY 

f2 • (U)  The  arrest  of  24  UK-born  Muslims  (one  has  since  been  released)  in  connection  with  the  recently-thwarted  air  terrorist  plot  angered  and 
f3 . (U)  The  Muslim  community's  anger  is  also  fueled  by  continued  resentment  of  HMG's  handling  of  the  June  raid  on  a home  in  Forest  Gate  in  East 

14.  (U)  Prominent  British  Muslim  leaders  sent  an  open  letter  to  PM  Tony  Blair  August  12  stating  that  his  policy  on  Iraq  and  the  Middle  East  off 
(U)  HMG  ANGRY 

15.  (U)  HMG  reacted  sharply  to  the  letter.  A spokesman  for  PM  Blair  (currently  on  holiday  in  Barbados),  noting  that  al-Qaida  terrorist  attacks 
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mis judgment  if  we  believe  the  foreign  policy  of  this  country  should  be  shaped  in  part,  or  in  whole,  under  the  threat  of  terrorist  activity  if  v 
SIPDIS  possible  error"  to  blame  foreign  policy  for  the  threat  of  terrorism.  "This  is  part  of  a distorted  view  of  the  world,  a distorted  view  of 

16.  (U)  Communities  Secretary  Ruth  Kelly,  along  with  ministers  from  her  department  and  the  Home  Office,  was  scheduled  to  meet  with  representati 

17.  (U)  Meanwhile,  the  media  has  quoted  aides  to  PM  Blair  as  saying  that  No.  10  Downing  Street  has  made  contingency  plans  for  him  to  return  to 
(U)  ELEMENTS  OF  UNREST 

1.8.  (C)  Also  on  August  14,  law  enforcement  officials  were  scheduled  to  meet  leaders  from  seven  communities  - Newham,  Hackney,  Barking,  Dagenhan 
19.  (C)  COMMENT:  Since  7/7,  HMG  has  invested  considerable  time  and  resources  in  engaging  the  British  Muslim  community.  The  current  tensions  den 
(U)  FULL  TEXT  OF  LETTER  TO  PRIME  MINISTER  BLAIR 
1.10.  (U)  Begin  text  of  letter: 

Prime  Minister,  As  British  Muslims  we  urge  you  to  do  more  to  fight  against  all  those  who  target  civilians  with  violence,  whenever  and  wherever 
It  is  our  view  that  current  British  government  policy  risks  putting  civilians  at  increased  risk  both  in  the  UK  and  abroad. 

To  combat  terror  the  government  has  focused  extensively  on 
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domestic  legislation.  While  some  of  this  will  have  an  impact,  the  government  must  not  ignore  the  role  of  its  foreign  policy. 

The  debacle  of  Iraq  and  now  the  failure  to  do  more  to  secure  an  immediate  end  to  the  attacks  on  civilians  in  the  Middle  East  not  only  increases 
Attacking  civilians  is  never  justified.  This  message  is  a global  one.  We  urge  the  Prime  Minister  to  redouble  his  efforts  to  tackle  terror  and  6 
Such  a move  would  make  us  all  safer. 

(Signed)  Sadiq  Khan  MP,  Shahid  Malik  MP,  Mohammed  Sarwar  MP,  Lord  Patel  of  Blackburn,  Lord  Ahmed  of  Rotherham,  Baronness  Uddin,  Association  of 
End  text  of  letter. 
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